
Who to Contact 

To register in the parish: 

Call of Email Katie Dendiger at  

859-273-1318 extension 1560 

kdendinger@cdlex.org 

 

To register for Baptismal Preparation: 

Email Joe Copeck at jcopeck@cdlex.org 

(refer to the Baptismal Preparation 

Information for dates and times) 

St. Elizabeth Ann  
Seton Parish 

1730 Summerhill Drive 
Lexington, Kentucky 

859-273-1318 

Baptism 

Information  

and  

Requirements 

Baptismal Preparation Classes 

Baptismal Preparation classes are held every other 

month on the third Sunday of the Month at 3:00 PM.   

Call the church office to inquire registration. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

What are my options for a baptismal date? 

Baptisms may be celebrated outside of Mass on 

“Baptism Weekends” generally the second weekend 

of the month.  Baptisms may be held on those week-

ends after either the Saturday 5:00 PM Mass or the 

11:15 AM Sunday Mass.  Baptism may also be cele-

brated during any weekend Mass.  Baptisms cannot 

take place during the Lenten liturgical season.  In an 

emergency or pastoral need, baptisms may be cele-

brated off schedule. 

How are baptisms celebrated? 

Baptisms on baptismal weekends are celebrated as a 

community with the possibility of multiple children 

being baptized during the same liturgy.  Baptisms, 

while deeply personal, are not private but a commu-

nal testimony of faith. 

How many godparents should there be? 

Church law requires only one godparent; however, it 

has been traditional to have two. 

Can the same godparent(s) have responsibility 

for more than one child in the same family? 

Yes.  As long as they take seriously the responsibility 

and intention to help the children grow in the faith. 

What gender should the godparent(s) be? 

If there is one either gender can be chosen.  If two, 

one male and one female must be chosen. 

Can a non-Catholic serve as a godparent? 

A baptized, non-Catholic may serve as an “official 

witness” to the baptism, only if there is a proper 

Catholic godparent who fully meets the requirements 

of a godparent.  The non-Catholic who is selected as 

a witness should be an active, baptized and participat-

ing member of his or her church community.  During 

the baptism the witness may perform all the parts of 

the liturgy that a godparent does.  His or her name 

will e entered into the Sacramental record as a 

“witness”, together with the name of the godparent. 

What is the difference between a godparent and 

a Christian witness? 

Church (Canon) law describes a witness as “A bap-

tized person who belongs to a non-Catholic ecclesial 

community.  A godparent is a confirmed, practicing 

Catholic in good standing with the Church. 

Can someone serve as a godparent by proxy 

(stand-in) if he or she is unable to participate? 

If a godparent cannot attend the baptismal liturgy, a 

proxy can stand in the place of the missing godpar-

ent.  The name of the person will be entered into the 

record as “proxy,” along with the name of the absent 

godparent.  A proxy must also be a validly baptized,  

fully initiated  and active Catholic. 



In baptism, we encounter 

the God who created 

the heavens and the 

earth.  Through water a 

simple, ordinary element 

found all over the world, 

God’s grace comes to us giving God’s spirit 

us and the “living waters” promised by 

Christ (John 7:38, 1 Peter 3:21). 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church 

says, “Holy Baptism is the basis of the 

whole Christian life, the gateway to life in 

the Spirit, and the door which gives access 

to the other sacraments” (1213). 

We, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton parish, 

(referred to hereafter as SEAS)  are over-

joyed that you desire your child to be bap-

tized.  Our desire in this brochure is to 

help you better understand the commit-

ment you make as a parent when you pre-

sent your child for this sacrament 

Infant Baptism 

The church considers a child under the age of 7 an 

infant who may receive baptism through the desire 

and intention of the child’s parents to raise that 

child in the Catholic faith.  If your child is over the 

age of 7, the child is considered, for the purposes 

of the Church, to be an adult (reached the age of 

reason) who will need to receive all of the Sacra-

ments of Initiation (Baptism, Confirmation and the 

Eucharist) at one time at the Easter Vigil Mass.  If 

this is the case for you please ask the office about 

baptism for an older child. 

Baptisms at SEAS 

The Church understands baptism to be  a public 

event, to be celebrated in community within or 

outside of Mass.  In baptism we are brought into a 

community of faith that together nurtures the faith 

of your child as your child grows.  For this reason, 

we have requirements that emphasize the im-

portance of community, and the 

spiritual life of all those who take 

part in this sacrament. 

Requirements 

 The parents who desire baptism for their 

child should be registered members of 

the parish for at least three (3) months 

prior to scheduling a baptismal date. 

 Parents who are baptizing a child for the 

first time are required to attend a baptis-

mal preparation class before their intend-

ed baptismal date.  (See the back of this 

brochure.) 

 Dates for baptism cannot be reserved 

until the above requirements are met. 

 [A] Catholic parent(s) should also be 

living in a sacramentally recognized mar-

riage. 

Godparent Requirements 
A Godparent must: 

 Be at least 16 years of age. 

 Have completed all of the Sacraments of 

Initiation (Baptism, Confirmation, and the 

Eucharist). 

 Be an active and participating member of 

a Catholic parish.  

If you have questions concerning Godparents 

or roles for family members, please see the 

Frequently Asked Questions on the back of 

this brochure.  Note: The Godparents form 

should be completed two (2) months before the 

baptismal date. 

The Importance of  Baptism 

“In the  
beginning… 
the Spirit of 
God moved 
over the  
waters.” 


